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WAR VETERANS IN PRISON

IL\ l ot long ago one out of every five prisoners
was a Vietnam vet. Currently more and

more veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan war

diers returning home that are either misdiagno-
ses or receive no mental health evaluation at all.
The danger 1s that these soldiers are trained kill-
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The symptoms of PTSD include blackouts, anger,
rage, mistrust, poor judgment, among many other be-
havioral symptoms that create a potential threat for
communities, especially for those closest to the vet-
eran.

Experts say the big-

His answer
1] ¢ .

~ between
PTSD and crime among
soldiers returning home.

from 1 to 10 how
prepared 1s the justice

system to handle this
rapidly growing And this fact he says, 1s
problem. rarely recognized within

the US court system.
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* With advancement of ~ What role may this
medical technology a play for the growing
wounded soldiers’ sur-  number of vets ending
vival 1s much more up 1n prison? We don't
likely than previous know. Do all of these
combat injury results. factors play a culmi-

soldiers returning home
are being put on a mul-
titude of anti-psychotic
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Since the start of the She says this is Americas’
[rag/Afghanistan con- longest war and the length
flict, 17 soldiers have of deployment coupled
been convicted for mur-  with multiple deployments
der and sentenced to life  per soldier has a signifi-
in prison. Most of these  cant impact for the in-
had to fight the death creased number veterans

(Evans Hospital Com- - —
mander) believes the du- criminal knowing right
ration of deployment

plays a huge factor for

veterans returning home

from wrong.

with some degree of
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The military has just Sheilagh Mcateer, a public
recently begun a service- defender in Colorado Springs

man discharged screen- g4y that in one year alone
ing, called (WarCat)

which specifically
screens for PTSD. The
only problem with that is

she represents over 100 sol-
diers accused of violent
crimes. All of these were di-

for violating his girl-

friend. This veteran

was never diagnosed

with PTSD and the at-

torney argues his client

clearly had severe
symptoms.
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He says his client doesn't ~ Dr. Bud Brown, in a
remember the shooting at 2008 New York Times

all. But what he does re- study, said that 121
member is the bomb that

killed his best friend in
Afghanistan and a week

Irag/ Afghanistan vet-
erans were charged
with murder. And

war, madness, love, and are SO many more

murder. And like all criminals who are vet-
Shakespearean stories eve-  erans that are not in-
ryone loses. His client cluded in the study.
now sits in a criminally 1n-

sane hospital for the rest
of his life.
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David Phillips of the
Colorado Springs Ga-

zette says that 1f you
were to call the De-
partment of Correc-
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There 1s no questioning the
scars of combat injuries
that bleed. But the scars of
PTSD are invisible
wounds. From 2002 to
2011 the veteran soldier di-

e US court system, Amer-
ica now has 27 veteran
courts throughout the US.

f i . Here the defendant's mili-
i tary history, his psychologi-
cal state, and the crime it-
Bl self are considered.
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The court system also focuses more on treatment
rather than sentencing.

For information on how you can get involved in
the support of America's war veterans, contact
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